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TO THE 
Rev. Mr. Jauzs ForxDyYce, &c. 


REVEREND SIR, 


Rejudiced as I am in your favour, by 
the admiration of your popular ta- 
lents, and free from all connections 
with your friends or enemies, nothing could 
have compelled me to addreſs you in this 
public manner, but a ſincere reſpect for your 
reputation, an honeſt zeal for the cauſe of 
liberty, and an impartial regard for the diſ- 
ſenting intereſt. Theſe are intentions which, 

perhaps, you may not altogether approve 
but they are ſuch as you cannot condemn. 

Having frequently declared my objections to 
the propriety of your views in converſation, 
I am now ready to vindicate my ſentiments 
before every impartial judge; at the ſame 
time ſolemnly proteſting, that I deſire not to 
detract from your merit, or injure your uſe- 
fulneG, but only mean to pay my ſmall tri- 
bute of reſpect to that-religious liberty, which 
—— B ought 
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ought to be the common concern of man- 


kind. I admire your talents as an orator, 
and your virtues as a chriſtian; but I owe 
more to the ſupreme ſearcher of the heart, 
more to thoſe anceſtors who paid ſo dear for 
the freedom I enjoy; than to ſacrifice it to 
popularity, or to-connive at any ſtep which» 
in its remoteſt conſequences, may tend to de- 
prive me of ſo invaluable a bleſſing. I ſhould 
have thought this a fair opportunity, for 
gentlemen of the ſacred profeſſion among 
diſſenters, to bave explained the principles 
on which their cauſe muſt ſtand; and I can 
excuſe their ſilence upon no other ſuppoſi- 
tion, but that of their firm perſuaſion of the 
integrity and ſteadineſs of their hearers: but 
perhaps ſomething may be allowed for the 
delicacy of their fituation, as well as their 
connections, friendſhips, and fears. I am 
under no difficulties of this kind, neither 
ſhall any friendſhip diſſuade, or any danger 
deter me from maintaining what I take to 


be an honourable character; I mean, that of 


a rational and conſiſtent diflenter. And I 
now attempt their defence on no other con- 


dition, but that of being excuſed any negli- 


gence 


FE 1 
gence of- order, or impropriety of expreſſion, 
which I may chance to fall into, from my 
having ſtudied theſe es for "my ſatis- 
faction only. | 


I ſhall begin with ſetting in as clear a 
view as the haſte in which other buſineſs 
obliges me to write will admit, thoſe prin- 
ciples upon which a ſeparation from the 
eſtabliſhment of any country can be juſtly 
defended, without the aids, of enthuſiaſm, 


or the artifices of faction. After which, we 
ſhall ſee whether your education and profeſ- 
ſion are calculated to make you a proper ad- 
vocate for ſuch a ſeparation.. Now theſe 
principles, in a few words, I take to be, an 
inviolable regard to the ſupreme and ſole 
authority of the ſcriptures, in matters of re- 
ligion; a conſtant adherence: to the rights 
of private judgment, as the birth- right of 
our nature, confirmed by the great author 
of our religion; and a conſcientious acknow- 
legement of the ſufficiency of the revelation 
of Jeſus, without any human inventions, na- 
tional eſtabliſhments, or: private impoſitions. 
We know that Chriſt alone has a right to 

B 2 judge 


5 14 1 
= judge the conſciences of his followers, and 
| no power upon earth can equitably require 
a more explicit confeſſion than he has de- 
manded ; to require more, is to maintain, 
that ſomething neceſſary for falvation may 
be added by aſſemblies or councils of men, 
which he has not diſcovered. It is evident, 
that as laws are formed for the preſervation 
and peace of ſociety, ſo religion reſpects the 
inward temper and diſpoſition of the mind. 
Actions are open to human cognizance, ſen- 
timents only to the divine: facts are unde- 
niable and clear, opinions may be evaded: 
thoſe deeds may be criminal in human go- 
vernment, which are righteous in that of 
heaven: the power of law is confined 
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within the litits of this life, affects only 
1 man's civil character; religion, ariſing from 
1 our eternal relation to God, engages the 
| whole man, extends to his thoughts and 
| inclinations, and preſerves its empire over 


the mind beyond the boundaries of time. 
Now here are two provinces, manifeſtly 
diſtinct: from hence reſults our religious 


liberty, and no laws can juſtly reſtrain it; 
every infringement of it is a treſpaſs upon 
the 
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the great conſtitution of nature, and none 
but God can take it away; no authority was 
ever given to preſcribe opinions, it is inex- 


preſſibly abſurd becauſe it could never be 
executed, for no methods in the univerſe, 
neither penalties nor allurements can procure 
the belief of any tenets without evidence 
and conviction, nor extirpate it with them. 
Beſides to admit any right of preſcribing 
laws in matters of religion, but the divine, 
is reſolving religion into human invention, 
and the policy of ſtates, and proſtitu- 
ting its ſacred nature to the purpoſes 
of ambition, an alarming conſideration to 
every thoughtful and good man. Chriſt has 
declared himſelf our maſter, and has given 
the ſtrongeſt proofs of his deſerving that 
title, by ſhewing that God was with him, 
and when we ſee equal marks of a divine 
miſſion, we will pay equal truſt and confi- 
dence : but till then, a proteſtant diſſenter 
can never ſuffer any human power to impoſe 
articles of faith upon him, nor give coun» 
tenance to any meaſure which ſhall diſcou- 
rage the exerciſe of this glorious liberty, he 
will not derogate from the honour of Chriſt, 
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[ 6. J. 
by dividing it with ope who muſt, be biaſſed 
by the prejudices and . of a fallible 


man. 
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Tux hiſtory of mankind is a ſtrong con- 


firmation of the principles of a free and ra- 


tional diſſenter, as we there find that almoſt 
all the animoſities which have prevailed, and 


all the blood which has been ſpilt in the 


chriſtian world, were owing to the rigorous 


exaction of doubtful, points as the terms of 
communion ;,. The goſpel, was not thought 
ſuſſicient, and therefore, they invented fome- 
thing more refined ; difficult queſtions be- 


came the ſtandard 25 chriſtianity, reſtraints 


were laid with which none but the credulous 


and diflembler could comply, and thus the 
career of a religion which we have rea- 


ſon to believe would have triumphed over. 
the vices and miſeries of human nature was 
obſtructed: Whereas if the laws of Chriſt 
only bad been inſiſted on, and the pri- 
viledges of private Judgment in ſubordina- 


tion to him kept up, we could not have 


wiſhed for any eafier yoke ; ſuperſtition and 
tyranny would not have made ſo many mar- 


IS aa 


tyrs, nor cruelty and malevolence increaſed 


amongſt chriſtians to ſuch a degree, às not 


to be extinguiſhed in the preſent day. 


Our anceſtors made a noble oppoſition to 
all religious uſurpations,' and though I pity 
their miſtakes and cannot approve their pre- 


judices, I admire their fortitude in rłjecting 


the ſlighteſt impoſitions at the peril of being 
denyed the common rights of citizens: 
They proteſted even againſt the ceremonies 
of the church, tho' they believed its creed ; 
how much greater obligations then muſt theit 
deſcendants be under, to affert their indepen- 
dency, who reject both! its creed and its cere- 
monies 1 


Can. they n ſollicitous to eee 
ſelves of ſo aggravated a crime as ſacrificing 
conſcience and truth? Can they renounee the 
original, the eſſential maxims of their cauſe 
ſo far, in compliance to any ſet of men who 
are kind enough to eſpouſe their worſhip, as 
to admit a paſtor whoſe avowed principles and 
practice, if conſiſtent, mult lead to their ruin ? 
Whoſe avow'd principles and practice I ſay; 


for 
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for till a man renounces the ſyſtem he ſub- 
ſcribes, he muſt be ſuppoſed to believe it, and 
while he continues in any eſtabliſhment,” it 
would be uncharitable to charge him with 
being an enemy to it, or convinced of its 
inconſiſtency with the liberty of the goſpel. 


Now Sir, give me leave to make a proper 
uſe of the preceeding obſervations, and 1 
intreat you ſeriouſly to reflect on the conſe- 
quences of that important ſtep you are going 
to take; let not the love of popularity im- 
poſe upon your judgment, or perſuade you 
that the warmeſt deſires to do good, will be 
Juſtified, if you purſue them by any improper 
means. There, are few ſituations, where 
men of the moſt diſtinguiſhed abilities may 
not be eminently uſeful in the office of a 
miniſter, but the place you have now in view, 
opens a field of very extenſive uſefullneſs ; 
nevertheleſs there is yet ſomething behind, 
that merits. your calmeſt conſideration : 
With 'what propriety can You, a clergyman 
of an eſtabliſhed church, preſent yourſelf in 
the character of a paſtor to thoſe, who profes 
to belong to no communion but that of 

4 Chriſt, 


[9] 

Chriſt, nay who maintain the abſolute un- 
lawfulneſs of conforming to any law- 
giver but him, and aſſert the neceſſity 
of throwing off all the ſhackles of human 
authority, and leaving the ſentiments of 
the ſoul to the judgment of that Being 
whoſe property alone it is: Sure no ſet of 
men can act ſo inconſiſtent a part, as to 
to ele a-miniſter, whoſe duty and inclination 
it muſt be to ſubvert the firſt principles of 
their religion ; but if any be ſo devoutly 
your admirers, as to teſtify their affection to 
you in ſpite of all future conſequences, you 
ought generouſly to reject their favours, to 
conſult their happineſs, and to ſeek a pro- 
vince of uſefulneſs leſs liable to difficulties 
and exceptions, 


HEAvEN knows it is the ſincere wiſh of 
my heart, after the fulleſt examination of 
religion that I have been able to make, to 
ſee the diſſenting intereſt on the reſpectable 
footing of a free, rational, and unprejudiced 
body of chriſtians, and not of a faction 
in the ſervice of any church whatſoever: 
But this cannot be our happineſs, if we are 

| not 


* 
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not patrons of religious freedom, and un- 
biaſſed advocates for the uncorrupted goſpel 


of Jeſus. If we are governed by names, 


and entertain only an averſion to the impoſi- 
tion of certain doctrines, not to the impoſi- 


tions themſelves, we muſt ſoon degenerate 
into a deſpicable party, without influence, 
without credit, kept alive only by an obſtinate 
love of ſingularity, and deprived of every 


reaſohdble mae to ſeparation. * 


How ſhall a diſſenter be ever dere of 
the imputation of ſchiſm,” if it be not his 
profeſſed deſign to' oppoſe all religious uſur- 
pation, to diſtinguiſh chriſtianity from hu- 
man mixtures, and to maintain the privi- 
leges of his nature, in being accountable 
for his private opinions to none but God ? 
and will not your introduction to a religious 
ſociety among the firſt rank of diſſenters 
be a ſtrong preſumption, that they are un- 
acquainted with their own ' principles, and 
in a great meaſure deſtroy the force of all 
the arguments by which they have hitherto 
repelled the attacks of their enemies? I am 
ſorry to tay it, but it cannot be denied, 
that 
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that the Preſbyterians i in their eſtabliſhment 
have exerted as much ſeverity i in their requi- 
ſitions, and been as unrelenting to ſeparatiſts, 
as the members of any other eſtabliſhment 
whatever: and do not theſe things warrant 
a ſuſpicion of your being unable to overcome 
the religious prejudices of education ? 


- Pernaes you may ſay, that you are now 
willing to lay afide that burthen you have born 
ſo long, and to. make ſame attonement for 
paſt errors, by enliſting your ſelf among the 
advocates of pure unmingled chriſtianity, 

and your judgment would eaſily have flat- 
tered me into a belief ſo agrecable to my 
wiſhes ; but while you remain ſuſpended be- 
tween two profeſſions of ſo oppoſite a na- 
ture, who can avoid the fuſpi picion, either 
that you entertain no favourable opinion of 
ſeparation, or if you do, dare not avow it, 
for fear of loſing any ſecular advantages in 
caſe your preſent views ſhould be diſappointed? 
How much brighter would your reputation 
have ſhone, had you renounced the autho- 
rity of a conſtitution whaſe intereſt you 


could no longer. faithfully promote ? What 
| C2 view 
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view could hinder. you from making this 
laudable ſacrifice ? Sure, not a diſtruſt of the 
protection of diſſenters, who would in ſuch 
a caſe think themſelves under peculiar obli- 
gations to protect you; ſure, not a ſuſpicion 
of your own merit, which has already gain- 
ed you ſo much eſteem and applauſe. Give 
us not any occaſion to fear that you was not 
willing to deprive yourſelf of a place of re- 
treat, how honourable indeed, the world may 
judge ; with what ſentiments your brethren 
might look upon your unſucceſsful apoſtacy 


I know not; certain I am they would. owe 
your no * 5 | 


Bur perhaps I am miſtaken in your views, 
and you are a firm believer in the confeſſions 
of that church of Which you are a miniſter, 
and yet think yourſelf not at all diſqualified 
for being a paſtor to a congregation of Eng- 
liſh diſſenters. I ſhall therefore take the li- 
berty of tranſcribing a few of thoſe articles 
to which you have given your aſſent, that 
thoſe who are about to take you for their 
teacher and guide, may know in what man- 
ner * are to be inſtructed, when you are 

ſettled 


a 
ſettled among them, and may be enabled to 
judge how agreeable your ſentiments are to 
their — inſtructions, or __ — 


| * F irſt * to your ordination, 

you have declared, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, your belief, . That thoſe of mankind 
<«. that are predeſtinated unto life, God, be- 
<« fore the foundation of the world was laid, 
<« according to his eternal and immutable 
« purpoſe, and the: ſecret council and good 
te pleaſare of his will, hath choſen in Chriſt 
e unto everlaſting glory, out of his mere 
© free grace and love, without any foreſight 
of faith, or good works, or perſeverance 
<« in either of them, or any other thing in 
the creature, as conditions or cauſes mov- 
<* ing him thereunta; end- to the oe” 
of his glorious grace. 


= farther. « that the reſt of 5 
“ God was pleaſed, according to the un- 
*« ſearchable council of his own will, where 
« by he extendeth, or with-holdeth mercy 


« Se the Confeſſion of F aith of public authority in in 
the G of Scotland, 


— * 
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G2 as he. pleaſes for the: glory of his ſovereign 
te power over his creatures, to paſs hy and 
ce to ordain them to, diſhonour and wrath, 
« for their fin to the Praiſe of his glorious 
« juſtice.” As alſo, & that God was-pleaſed 
* according to his wiſe and holy council, to 
<« permit our firſt parents to fall, having — 
<<. poſed to order it to his own glory; and 
« from this original corruption, whereby we 
ic are utterly indiſpoſed; diſabled, and made 
_ «oppoſite to all good, and wholly inclined 
e to all evil, do proceed all actual tranſ- 
4 greſſions. And again, that man by 
<« his fall into a ſtate of fin, has wholly loſt 
te all ability of will to any ſpiritual good ac- 
« com falvation.” And that * thoſe 
ho are not elected, although they may 
© be called by the miniftry of the word, 
« and may have ſome common operations 
<« of the ſpirit, yet they never truly come 
<« to Chriſt, and therefore cannot be ſaved ; 
much leſs can men not profeſling the 
« Chriftian religion, be ſaved in any other 
« way whatſoever, be they never ſo diligent to 
* * tbeir lives according to the light of 
nature and the law of that religion they do 


* pro- 
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cc profeſs, and to aſert and maintain tht the 
«. may, is very pernicious, and to be detefied. 

And further, that works done by unrege- 
nerated men, although for the matter of 
e them they may be things which God 
« commands, and of good uſe, both to them- 
<< ſelves and others; yet becauſe they pro- 
« ceed not from a heart puriſſed by faith, 
« nor are done in a right manner according 
« to the word, nor to a right end the glory 
of God, they are therefore finful, and 
<« cannot pleaſe God, or make a man meet 
* to receive grace from God]; and yet their 


te neglect ĩs unn and difpleafing unto 
«© God.“ | 5 
I. theſe are your tennis have I not 
a right to aſk, whether you might-not rea- 
ſonably expect, to be more uſeful in a coun- 
try where they are generally believed, ra- 
ther than where the contrary: prevail, and 
where, in maintaining them, you can only 


raiſe the ſcorn of the infidel, or the doubts 
of the ignorant? | 


Hence, Sir, ariſe ſuch objections to your 
election, as every impartial reader muſt in- 


evitably 
Lu 


poſed, that all oppoſition from this quarter 
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evitably acknowledge deſerve an anſwer; yet 
for intimating ſuch objections as theſe, you 
have not ſcrupled to vent your ſpleen againſt 
the whole body of diſſenting miniſters in 
town, and have with great charity, as well 
as modeſty, imputed their oppoſition ſolely 


to envy. I am no miniſter myſelf, nor am 


J prejudiced in favour of the clergy of any 
denomination whatever; but methinks a 


charge like this againſt any body of men, 


ought to have been better founded: for, to 
ſay nothing of ſuch an accuſation being un- 


becoming a gentleman, I would afk with 
what propriety you can attribute their beha- 
viour, on this occaſion, to ſo mean and diſ- 


honourable a motive, when it is apparent to 
every man, who has the leaſt knowledge of 


the ſubject in diſpute; that they may poſſibly 
oppoſe you from motives not only innocent, 
but highly. commendable ? They may be 
influenced, and therefore I have a right to 
preſume, that they are influenced, by a lau- 
dable zeal for religious liberty, and an ho- 


neſt regard to the eſſential principles of their 
profeſſion. Why then, Sir, muſt it be ſup- 


pto- 


1 2701 

proceeds from envy? From whence got 
vou the information of that ſuperior merit 
of yours, which muſt neceflarily make you 
the envy. of a ſet of men, Who have hi- 
therto, I believe, poſſeſſed an equal ſhare of 
learning, ingenuity, and candour, with the 
reſt of their brethren the Clergy? Is it 
from your own heart that you receive this 
important information? But may not that 
deceive you ?. Is it from the admiration'and 
applauſe of your friends that this intelli- 
gence comes? But how are you ſure 
that they do not flatter you? They certain- 
ly do flatter you, when they prefer you as 
a preacher to ſome now among the diſſen- 
ters in this city, whoſe ſuperior learning and 
abilities (abilities that will out- live all the 
tranſient parade of addreſs) have been re- 
peatedly proved, and long admired, while 
their unſhaken integrity, and inflexible ad- 
herence to the principles of liberty, have 
alone prevented, their partaking the profits 
and honours of an eſtabliſhment. 


I ſhall not mention any thing more pecu- 


liar to yourſelf on this head, but proceed to 
D thoſe 
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| .thoſe conſiderations which affect you only 

N in common with the congregation to which 
you have propoſed yourſelf, that you may 
not accuſe me of any mean or ungenerous 

deſign to prejudice you in their eſteem, and 
may have an e of r e me if 
a am wrong. 


\GenTLgMEN, 5 


75 Glen me leave to remind © you who 
are concerned in the approaching election, 
and who are yet undetermined in 
your opinions, that you ſtand account- 
able for that ſacred mheritance of free- 
dom, delivered to you from your fa- 
thers ; that the diffenting intereſt is indebted 
to you for the largeſt contributions for its 
ſupport; and that as you ſtand-in a more 
conſpicuous point of view, your behaviour 
will be critically canvaſſed by your enemies, 
who will rejoice to find any inconſiſtency in 
your * and proceedings. 


YouR te will be followed by other 
ſocietics, whoſe zeal in their profeſſion will 
_ be animated by your ſteadineſs, or 


Sh: damped 
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damped. by your inſtability. Reflect upon 
the diſcouragements which you will give to 
thoſe, who renouncing all the profits and 
preferments of conformity, willingly em- 
barked in the cauſe of liberty. What a 
ſtrong temptation will it be to them to tem- 
porize, to violate their conſciences, to look 
upon all integrity as a ſuperſtitions ſcruple, 
when they fee a conformiſt to a national re- 
ligion placed at the head of men who re- 
nounce all eccleſiaſtical impoſition! Think 
upon the benefits which have ariſen to the 
world, to knowledge, to the cauſe of virtue, 
to civil and religious liberty, by a generaus 
oppoſition to all errors, by whatever title 
they are recommended, and under whatever 
ſanctions they may appear. Vou have read 
the ſentiments here quoted, and you are ca- 
pable of judging whether a believer of them 
can edify you, or an unbeliever can honeſtly 
declare his afſent to them. You will not, I 
am perſuaded, be dazzled by the moſt-popu- 
lar abilities, nor allured by intereſt or friend- 
ſhip, to favour an election, which at preſent 
overturns every laudable motive of your diſ- 
ſention from eſtabliſhments. Do not de- 
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prive yourſelves of one reafon for frequent- 


ing your religious aſſemblies, I mean, the 


deſire of encouraging thoſe whoſe conſcien- 
ces cannot furmount the obſtacles of inſin- 
cerity, proftitution, and perjury, which ob- 
ſtruct their advancement. Confider how 
you will hereafter anſwer it to yourſelves, if, 
through your countenance, the diſſenting in- 
tereſt ſhould be committed to the hands of 
thoſe whoſe ſolemn ſubſcription, and ac- 
knowledged duty, will oblige them to betray, 
or at leaſt coldly defend it. Beſides, are you 
ſure that your choice may not hereafter be 
drawn into precedent, and be followed by 
other congregations in future 'times, till our 
pulpits are filled by men of a ne order: 
and thus will the original intention of the 
funds, eſtabliſhed for the education of mini- 
ſters in England of your own profeſſion, be 
entirely defeated. 


I necd not remind you of the neceſſity of 
a-ſuitable harmony between the ſentiments 
of a Pator and his audience; nor need 1 
caution you againſt paying too much atten- 
tion to the ſpecious arts of addreſs, to 

| the 


1 
the neglect of the more calm and ſerious 
methods of edification. I have opened my 
thoughts to you on this occaſion with the 
greater freedom, becauſe I know they were 
many of them the ſentiments of your late 
worthy paſtor, confirmed by his laſt addreſs 
to you. This conſideration induces me to 


hope you will not think what I have ſaid 


altogether unworthy your notice. Excuſe 
me in attempting to excite you to give the 
moſt amiable proof of your gratitude to his 


memory; for if he retains any remembrance 


of the paſt, and any ſenſe of your preſent 
ſituation, it will be ſome addition to his fe- 
licity to think, that thoſe impreſſions of truth 

and piety he made in you are indelible. In 
a word, that he till can affiſt in your wor- 


ſhip, that he lives in your minds, and that ; 
his exhortations are regarded, though his | 


perſon be no more. 
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